Scrutatio Scripturae
Matthew 4: 17 The Kingdom of Heaven
From then onwards Jesus began his proclamation with the message,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is close at hand’.*
1. Begin with a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to enlighten your mind and open your heart to the Word of
God.
2. Read the passage in context (both what precedes and what follows).
3. In the centre of your piece of paper write down the words from the passage that strikes you most.
4. Read through the note on the passage and begin to look up the Bible references in the note one by one.
5. Read each passage in context and write down the words that strike you most. Note down what it means
for you.
6. The page should begin to look like a spider diagram.
7. If you aren’t feeling inspired take a moment to ask God for help.
Repent: The Greek uses the word metanoia, which means a profound change of heart accompanied by a
turning away from sin. Christ called people to conversion, the response by which, through grace, a person
turns away from sin and gains justification. Kingdom of heaven: This phrase, instead of ‘Kingdom of God’ is
a Semitism proper to Matthew. This kingdom describes the eternal happiness to which God calls his
people. Christ’s mission was to establish this kingdom (CCC 1720, 1989) Didache Bible p1264
* The sovereignty of God over the chosen people, and through them over the world, is at the heart of
Jesus’ preaching as it was of the theocratic ideal of the OT. It implies a kingdom of ‘saints’ where God will
be truly King because they will acknowledge his royal rights by knowing and loving him. This sovereignty,
jeopardised by rebellious sin, is to be reasserted by an act of supreme intervention on the part of God and
of his Messiah (Dn2:28). This is the intervention which Jesus, following John the Baptist (3:2), declares
imminent (4:17,23; Lk 4:43). It is to take the form not, as was commonly expected, of a successful
nationalist rising (Mk 11:10; Lk 19:11; Ac 1:6) but of a purely spiritual movement (Mk 1:34; Jn 18:36). The
redemptive work of Jesus as ‘Son of man’ (8:20) and as ‘servant’ (8:17; 20:28; 26:28) sets human beings
free from ‘Satan’s rule which opposes God’s (4:8; 8:29; 12:25-26). Before it achieves its final eschatological
realisation when the elect will be with the Father in the joy of the heavenly banquet (8:11; 13:43; 26:29),
the kingdom makes an unimpressive entrance (13:31-33). Its modest beginning is mysterious (13:11) and
arouses opposition (13:24-30), it has come unnoticed (12:28; Lk 17:20-21); the development of the
kingdom on earth is slow (Mk 4:26-29) and is effected through the community founded by Jesus (Mt
16:18). By the judgement of God that falls on Jerusalem it is established with power as the kingdom of
Christ (16:28; Lk 21:31) and is preached throughout the world by apostolic missionaries (Mt 10:7; 24:14; Ac
1:3). When the time comes for the final Judgement (13:37-43, 47-50; 25:31-46) the return of Christ in glory
(16:27; 25:31) will be the final act that establishes the kingdom which Christ will then present to the Father
(1 Co 15:24). Until that time the kingdom appears as a free gift of God (20:1-16; 22:9-10; Lk 12:32)
accepted by the humble (Mt 5:3; 18:3-4; 19:14, 23-24) and the generous (13:44-46; 19:12; Mk 9:47; Lk
9:62; 18:29), refused by the proud and selfish (Mt 21:31-32,43; 22:2-8; 23:13). There is no entering it
without the wedding garment which is the new life (22:11-13; Jn 3:3,5) and not everyone is admitted (Mt
8:12; 1 Co 6:9-10; Ga 5:21). One must stay awake so as to be ready when it comes
unexpectedly (25: 1-13).

Prayers for the help of the Holy Spirit
O God, send forth your Holy Spirit
into my heart that I may perceive,
into my mind that I may remember,
and into my soul that I may meditate.
Inspire me to speak with piety, holiness, tenderness and mercy.
Teach, guide and direct my thoughts and senses
from beginning to end.
May your grace ever help and correct me,
and may I be strengthened now with wisdom from on high,
for the sake of your infinite mercy. Amen.
***

Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.
Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.
Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may love only what is holy.
Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy.
Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I may always be holy.
***

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit
help us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

